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Covid-19 causes California to Shut down  

 

Covid-19 has the citizens of California 
stuck in their homes as it has caused 
California to shut down. Covid-19 has been 
keeping hospitals all over the United States on 
their feet. Reaching up to a whopping 21,000 
new cases a day, twice as many as the state 
was reporting at its worst part, and it's by far 
the highest level of the pandemic right now, it 
really makes you wonder how we aren't losing 
our minds by now.  

The statistics of COVID-19, In Contra 
Costa county we have about 45,000 cases and 
371 deaths. In California we have about 3 
million cases and we also have about 29,000 
deaths. The United States have 21.7 million 
cases and 365K deaths. Worldwide we have 
88.2 million cases 49.2 million recovered and 
we have 1.9 million deaths. Wear a mask, 
wash your hands, and stay safe indoors.   

 On December 1st, 2020, a new study 
revealed that coronavirus may have been 
exposed to the United States early November 
and December of 2019, as a new strand of 
Covid-19 was found in England that takes less 
particles in your immune system to get sick. 
This new strand of the coronavirus variant is 

SCHOOL NEWS: 
Upcoming Holidays 

2nd Quarter Report Cards are mailed out on 
January 29th. 

Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday Monday 
January 18th,  

Monday February 8th is Lincoln's birthday. 

Monday February 15th is Presidents day.  

 

Rocket League - Video Game Tourney! it's a 
3v3 tournament. They can sign up as a single, a 
pair, or a full team of 3! This game is offered on 
all gaming systems (Xbox, PlayStation, switch, 
PC, etc.). Cut off to sign up next Friday the 
22nd!  
  

check the ECHO main page, District page and 
school website for up-to-date information 
regarding school news 
 
Many school projects and remember to join Mr. 
Sourivong’s Science club which you can just 
talk to him so he can add you. It takes place at 
2:00 every Friday. Join soon so you can enter 
cool competitions and challenges and get a little 
extra credit. 
 
 
 



spreading all throughout Germany, the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Austria, and Italy as 
new cases are confirmed in different states in 
America, making the spread worse and worse.  

2020 Presidential Election 

As you may have heard, the long process and 
fight for a now previous president has never 

happened in hundreds of years where citizens 
are refusing to take a presidential loss. With 
the election in early November, the votes are 

just now being officially confirmed on 
December 14th, 2020 as many republicans are 

still claiming fraud, along with Trump 
announcing that he will not be attending Joe 

Bidens inauguration making this the first time 
to happen in 152 years. On December 19th a 

meeting at the White House turned into a 
screaming match as attendees suggested that 

President Trump enact martial law to overturn 
the election, and to act in an executive order 

that allows the government to inspect all 
voting machines in chance to find any fraud 
and “fake votes”. As President Trump denies 

the win of Biden, he tweeted out on 
December 6th for his “fellow supporters”, 

though they were not his supporters, to meet 
at the White House in chance to protest when 
instead all hell broke loose and thousands of 
people committed a federal crime breaking 
into the White House, leaving now 5 people 
confirmed dead as the storm at the capitol 
continues in January 2021.  An Iraqi judge 
has also issued a warrant for the arrest of 

Donald Trump for the killing of an Iranian 
general, more information is to be released 
later in 2021. On the opposing side of this 
information, it has been said the BLM and 
ANTIFA supporters covered up as trump 

supporters and then raided the White House to 
get Trump in trouble. Please note that politics 

Speaking of Mr. Sourivong, rumor has it that he 
is starting an Anti-Vaping club, it takes place 
every 2:30 again on Fridays. This event is an 
actual club with real members so please mark 
your calendars. 

 
 

  



is two-sided, and your opinion does not have 
to be everyone else’s. 

 

Kappa dropped a New Year sweat suit that is 
black and gold and fireworks. Jordan dropped 
a sweat suit for the Juilibee 11s which is black 
and silver with the Jordan logo all around. 
They dropped a new Nike Hoodie that is 
white and gold for the New year. Gucci 
dropped a new belt that is black and gold and 
the Gucci all around with a big Gucci logo on 
the front. Jordan dropped a new pair Jordan 1s 
That is called University Blue.  
 

Soccer: The team who won the MLS Cup was 
the Columbus Crew SC. In the finals they beat 
the Seattle Sounders 3-0. The Columbus Crew 
SC pervious match scores are as follows: 3-2, 2-
0, 1-0, and 3-0 for the win. The FIFA World 
Cup also starts February 1st.  

 

Golf: Some upcoming games/ tournaments are 
as follows: The American Express Jan 21-24th, 
Sony Open in Hawaii Jan 14-17th, As of now 
this one hasn't happened: Sentry Tournament of 
Champions Jan 7-10th 

 

Tennis Tournaments:  

Mar 10-21: BNP Paribas Open [Postponed] 
Indian Wells, USA 

Mar 14-20: Abierto Mexicano Telcel Acapulco, 
México 

Mar 14-20: Dubai Duty Free Tennis 
Championships Dubai, UAE with the defending 
champion being Novak Djokovic. 

Mar 21-Apr 4: Miami Open presented by Itaú 
Miami, USA 
NFL Wild card games and results 

  

Saturday 1/9 

Colts vs Bills (24-27) Bills won 

Rams vs Seahawks (30-20) Rams won 



Buccaneers vs Washington (31-23) Buccaneers 
won 

Sunday 1/10 

Raven vs Titans (31-23) Ravens won 

Bears vs Saints (21-9) Bears won 

Browns vs steelers (48-37) Browns won. 

Divisional Round   

1/16/21 

Rams vs Packers 

Ravens vs Bills 

1/17/21 

Browns vs Chiefs 

Buccaneers vs Saints 

 

New and Upcoming movies  

Two new movies already out are Jingle Jangle 
and Happiest season. Jingle Jangle is about a 
sad toy maker who becomes happier when his 
granddaughter shows up at his house. This 
movie has 90% rotten tomatoes and 6.5/10 
stars on IMDb. Jingle Jangle has a lot of good 
reviews and it’s on Netflix. Happiest season is 
about a woman who wants to propose to her 
girlfriend, but her girlfriend hasn't come out to 
her parents yet. The movie got 83% rotten 
tomatoes score and a rating of 6.7/10. 
Happiest season has mixed reviews because 
some people think it presents a toxic 
relationship and that it’s not good for younger 
audiences, but there are also many good 
reviews saying how the movie was great. 
Happiest Season is on Hulu. An upcoming 
movie is Eternals. This movie is supposed to 
be released on February 12, 2021. Lots of 

Haikyu!! 

“Haikyu!!” is an anime show that is about 
volleyball. I am sure the volleyball lovers would 

enjoy watching this movie. I think this movie 
would be for teens and adults. Also, I would rate 

this show a 10 out of 10. 

 

Cobra Kai 

This tv show is a continuation of the original 
Karate Kid.  You can find all 3 seasons on 

Netflix and the next show comes out in about 
August.  

 

Naruto Shippuden 

 



Harry Styles and MCU fans are excited 
because Harry is rumored to be in Eternals. 
It’s not official yet. 

 

Suggested Movies/Shows 

 

We Can Be Heroes 

“We can be heroes” is the first movie I would 
suggest watching. This movie is for anyone to 

watch, PG-13. I would personally rate this 
movie an 8 out of 10. 

 

Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2 

“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs 2” is a 
movie that is almost like comedy for kids. I 

am sure anyone could watch this movie. 
Lastly, I would rate this movie a 7 out of 10. 

 

Naruto and Naruto Shippuden seem to be a 
popular show these days, keep updated on this 
show and don’t binge too much!!! 

 
 

 

 

VIRAL MOMENTS: 

V I R A L T I K T O K S    

Happy Holidays! I hope you all have a 
wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year. 
On Tik Tok there is a lot of holiday spirt, 
people posting what they got or their 
Christmas decorations! So, I will list some 
trending sounds and hashtags for you guys! 

#Artmas #MakeitMagical #FestiveFashion 
#HolidayDecor 

Top ten songs of Early December. 

1. Mood by 24kGoldn ft. Iann Dior 

2. Positions by Ariana Grande 

3. Blinding Lights by The Weeknd 

4. Holy by Justin Bieber ft. Chance The Rapper 

5. Dynamite by BTS 

6. Go Crazy by Chris Brown & Young Thug  



Trending Sounds- All I Want for Christmas 
by Mariah Carry 

Saturday Night Live with Timothee 
Chalamet! 

Recent viral moments caught on Live TV and 
YouTube is Saturday Night Live (SNL) with 
Timothée Chalamet. On December 12 of 
2020, Timothée Chalamet hosted Saturday 
Night Live. That night 6.7 million people 
watched it live. Alongside Timothée 
Chalamet were many people like Pete 
Davidson, Bruce Springsteen & the E Street 
Band, Cecily Strong, Mikey Day, Chloe 
Fineman. Timothée had included a sketch 
where he and Pete Davidson starred on XXL 
Rap Roundtable acting as rappers and started 
rapping. In other sketches he impersonates 
Harry Styles while being interviewed on The 
Dionne Warwick Talk Show, also he plays a 
character named Earnest and he serenades a 
tiny horse. Lots of other highlights happen 
during the show, but he ends it off with 
wishing everyone to treat people with 
kindness!. 

 
Twitter verse: "Almost his last Birthday" 

      There has been a funny video going 
around on Twitter and TikTok recently. The 
video's caption says, "This was his first and 
almost last birthday." Which does not make 
much since right now (so go watch the video). 
This video has over 491.9k views and over 
61.8k likes. The original video is on Tik Tok 
@jamynashby. :)) 

7. Laugh Now Cry Later by Drake ft. Lil Durk 

8. I Hope by Gabby Barrett ft Charlie Puth 

9. All I Want for Christmas Is You by Mariah 
Carrey 

10. Levitating by Dua Lipa ft. DaBaby 

 

  BTS BE 

The album BE by BTS was released on 
November 20, 2020. It was released through Big 
Hit Entertainment and Columbia Records. The 
album consists of seven songs and one skit. Life 
Goes On, Fly to My Room, Blue & Grey, 
Telepathy, Dis- ease, Stay, and Dynamite are all 
the songs apart of their new album. Dynamite 
was a No.1 big hit and Life Goes On was the 
lead single for BE. BE was produced by 
Cosmo's Midnight, Pdogg, Hiss Noise, Jisoo 
Park, Levi, V, El Capitxn, Brasstracks, Arston, 
and David Stewart. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

This month’s tweet is from @jp_mcdade. It 
amassed 117 thousand likes and 14 thousand 
retweets. I also thought it was funny. 

 
Jan. 1, 2021: We did it, guys! That awful year is 
behind us!  

Aug. 4, 2021: The snake wolves have taken 
Illinois.  

Here is what that means for Ohio volcano 
refugees. 

  

 

 



Student Spotlight: 
Ke’Ona Jones 8th Grade –What are your 2021 
Goals? 
My First goal for 2021 is to start volunteering at 
homeless shelters and schools for toddlers. The 
reason I want to volunteer at homeless shelters is to 
help people that need food and clothes, etc.  I also 
want to volunteer at schools that toddlers attend is 
because I love working with kids, and it is fun to 
me. From volunteering at jobs, I will have a better 
knowledge of what to do when I actually start 
working.  
The second goal that I want to achieve in 2021 is to 
start my YouTube channel. The reason I want to 
start my YouTube channel is because it’s 
something I will enjoy doing. Also, it’s another 
way to bring money in. I used to have a YouTube 
channel, and it was a little successful, but I was 
really young.  
The third goal that I want to achieve in 2021 is 
getting my driver’s permit. This year I am going to 
turn 15, and that is the age you can get your permit 
in California. What I need to do to get my permit is 
completed a DMV approved driver education 
course, learn how to drive, and practice the traffic 
signs of the road. Then I must complete the test in 
order to get my permit. 
 

Lorenzo Craven: Our Madden 21 
winner!!!! 
Interviewed By: Anonymous 

1. What is your favorite sport and why? 
My favorite sport is football because that's my 
dad's favorite sport and he taught me about it when 
I was really young, and I also love playing it. 
   
    2. What was your mind process during the 
Madden 21 tournament? 
 My mindset was "defense wins championships" 
and I thought if I was able to stop my opponent, 
then that would give me control of the game and let 
me play how I'm used to, which mostly worked. 
   
3. If you could change one thing in the world, what 
would it be? 
 If I could change one thing in the world, it would 
be to change everybody's mindsets about minority 
groups, as well as racism and systemic racism at its 
core. If some people just gave certain other people 

Teacher Spotlight: 
Teacher Spotlight with Ms. Foley 8TH 
Grade Math Teacher 
 
Q1: How many years have you been teaching? 
A: “I have been teaching for three years” 
Q2: What brought you to Black Diamond? 
A: “When I first got out of college and got my 
teaching credential, I was looking for elementary 
teaching positions, but there weren’t any and I 
found this math position and when I interviewed 
Ms. James I fell in love with this school and the 
teachers and students and I love working here.” 
Q3: What made you want to be a teacher? 
A: “I’ve always loved learning and I always 
wanted to be a part of learning so that's kinda 
why I decided to become a teacher and learn 
more about what it took to become a teacher.” 
Q4: What do you like to do in your free time? 
A: “I love to go on hikes, I love to do little art 
projects, I love to play boardgames, that's 
probably pretty much it just those three things.” 
Q5: What is your favorite way to spend the 
weekend? 
A: “I love to go find a nice hiking spot and just 
spend hours out in nature, but if it’s rainy or not 
a good day I like to stay home and play board 
games with my family and just relax.” 
 

 
Our teacher, Ms. Foley   



a chance, this world would be so better, but 
because some people have a prejudice about 
minority groups or women or anything, they 
sometimes aren't willing to give them a chance for 
anything, being a job interview, speaking up about 
ideas, or even just being in a fancy neighborhood, 
people assume things based on other people's 
looks, and that's not okay. 
 
4. If you could give someone advice what would it 
be and why that specific advice? 
No matter what happens, try to keep pushing 
forward and keep moving on, even if it's really 
slow, try to never stop. I say this advice because it's 
what I go through sometimes, being with school or 
whatever else, sometimes it stresses me out if I try 
to keep rushing through things and doing it as I 
usually do, and only recently have I learned to slow 
down a bit. Still move forward but slow down 
every once in a while. I'm a perfectionist 
sometimes when it comes to school and I've been 
through a bit of burnout in the past years of my 
school life, so it was important for me to hear. 
 
 
Interviewer’s Note: Thank you very much, Lorenzo, for 
answering these interview questions. I think I can speak for all 
of us when I say that those answers were well thought out. 
Enjoy the interview everyone. 



 

 

 


